Brian C. Albrecht

Personal Contact

E-mail: mail@briancalbrecht.com URL: briancalbrecht.com

Employment

2022 - Chief Economist, International Center for Law & Economics

2020 - 2023 Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Finance, and Quantitative Analysis,

Kennesaw State University

Education

Degree Field Institution Year
Ph.D. Economics University of Minnesota 2020
M.A. Economics University of Minnesota 2017
M.Sc. Economics of Public Policy =~ Barcelona Graduate School of Economics 2014
B.A. Physics and Political Science St. Olaf College 2012
Publications

“Markups and Business Dynamism across Industries with Ryan A. Decker, International Journal of Industrial
Organization, Forthcoming

“Inframarginal Externalities: COVID-19, Vaccines, and Collective Action with Shruti Rajagopalan, Public
Choice, 2022

“Testing the Hayek Hypothesis: Recent Theoretical and Field Experimental Evidence* with Omar Al-Ubaydli
and Peter Boettke, PLoS ONE, 2022

“Evolution, Uncertainty, and the Asymptotic Efficiency of Policy* with Joshua Hendrickson and Alexander
Salter, Public Choice, 2022.

“Price Stability and the Job Guarantee* with Jackson Mejia, Contemporary Economic Policy, 2022.
“Preventing Plunder: Military Technology, Capital Accumulation, and Economic Growth* with Joshua
Hendrickson and Alexander Salter, Journal of Macroeconomics, 2018.

“Positive Public Economics: Reinterpreting ‘Optimal’ Policies,” Journal of Economic Methodology, 2017.

Working Papers

“Pass-through with Price Dispersion,” with Mark Whitmeyer, January 2026

“Market Microstructure and Informational Complexity* with Rafael R. Guthmann, October 2025 (Resubmitted,
Journal of Public Economic Theory)

“A Kirznerian Approach to Competitive Equilibrium” (title redacted) with Rafael R. Guthmann, June 2025
(Revise & Resubmit, Strategic Entrepreneurship Journal)

“Efficient Learning under Competition“ with Mark Whitmeyer, April 2025 (Revise & Resubmit, Journal of
Political Economy Microeconomics)

“Time Use and the Efficiency of Heterogeneous Markups* with Thomas Phelan and Nick Pretnar, January 2025
(Revise & Resubmit, Journal of Economic Theory)

“Investment without Coordination Failures,” December 2021

“Bargaining with Opportunity Discovery” (title redacted for entrepreneurship journal) with Mohammad
Keyhani and Moren Lévesque, January 2021

“Price Competition and the Use of Consumer Data,” July 2020

“Coasean Causal Inference: Using Models as Foils* with Brian Kogelmann, August 2020

“Political Persuasion,” September 2017

“Entrepreneurship as Coordination,” May 2016
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https://briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Decker_Markups.pdf
https://www.briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Rajagopalan_Inframarginal_Externalities_Vaccine.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0270489
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11127-022-00978-2
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/coep.12573
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmacro.2018.08.004
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350178X.2017.1279741
https://briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Whitmeyer_Pass_Through.pdf
https://www.briancalbrecht.com/Guthmann_Albrecht_Informational_Efficiency.pdf
https://briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Whitmeyer_Efficient_Learning_Competition.pdf
https://briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Phelan_Pretnar_Markups_Time.pdf
https://www.briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Investment_without_Coordination_Failures.pdf
https://briancalbrecht.github.io/albrecht_price_competition_consumer_data.pdf
https://www.briancalbrecht.com/Albrecht_Kogelmann_Coasean_Inference.pdf
https://briancalbrecht.github.io/albrecht-political-persuasion.pdf
https://briancalbrecht.github.io/albrecht-entrepreneurship-coordination.pdf

Other Publications

“Labor Monopsony and Antitrust Enforcement: A Distorting Mirror* with Dirk Auer and Geoffrey A Manne,
DePaul Law Review, 2025

“The Under-Appreciated Thomas Sowell,” with Art Carden, The Independent Review, (2024)

“Exchange, Search Theory, and Buchanan’s Foundations of Politics, ” in Exploring the Political Economy and
Social Philosophy of James M. Buchanan, Rowman and Littlefield, 2018

“The Breakdown of Spontaneous Order: Smith and Hayek Diverge,” NYU Journal of Law & Liberty, 2017

Selected Recent Popular Writing

“Trump Was Right About Price Controls, Until He Embraced Them,” Washington Post, 1/19/2026
“The only number that really matters,” Vox, 12/15/2025

“How to Spot a Monopoly,” Works in Progress, 12/4/205

“You Can’t Break the Laws of Economics,” Wall Street Journal, 8/18/2025

“How Trump should impose tariffs,” Financial Times, 11/26/2024

Other Popular Writing

“Let's Learn From Meta's Antitrust Case What Not To Do With AL Real Clear Markets, 11/21/25

“Don’t Break Up the NFL’s Sunday Ticket Package,” City Journal, 7/9/2025

“Tariffs Didn’t Drive America’s Nineteenth-Century Growth. They Won’t Today, Either,” City Journal,
4/8/2025

“Who’s to Blame for High Egg Prices? Ask the Economists,” Barron’s, 3/11/2025

“DeepSeek Shows There’s No Al Monopoly,” City Journal, 2/20/2025

“The Catch-22 of Big Tech Antitrust,” The Dispatch, 12/5/2024

“Ranking the Big Tech Monopolization Cases in the Wake of the Google Search Decision: Perspectives of
Some Economists and Legal Scholars,” Yale Journal on Regulation, 9/19/2024 (with Daniel J. Gilman)
“Perilous Remedies,” City Journal, 8/29/2024

“When Protection Becomes Overreach,” City Journal, 5/13/2024

“Net neutrality is an idea that should have stayed dead,” Boston Globe, 5/6/2024 (with Jonathan W. Williams)
“Ranking the Big Tech Monopolization Cases: Some Economists’ Perspectives,” Yale Journal on Regulation,
4/9/2024 (with Daniel J. Gilman)

“Overzealous antitrust may prove anti-consumer,” Star Tribune, 7/27/2023

“Leave the Golf Leagues Alone,” City Journal, 6/15/2023

“Separating Facts from Fear in Merger Enforcement,” National Review Online, 4/14/23

“FTC Proposal Jumps The Gun On Banning Noncompetes,” Law360, 1/19/23 (with Daniel Gilman)

“The FTC’s Misguided Case Against Meta,” The Dispatch, 12/23/22

“FTC Claims Sweeping Powers against 'Unfair' Competition,” National Review Online, 12/1/22

“Business As Usual for Antitrust,” City Journal, 11/22/2022

“Confusion Can Make for Good Politics, but Bad Economics,” Inside Sources, 7/20/2022

“A new bill for Big Tech, with the same flaws,” Star Tribune, 6/16/2022 (with Geoffrey Manne)

“Lina Kahn won’t solve inflation,” The Hill, 2/14/2022 (with Alexander Salter)

“The American Innovation and Choice Online Act Would Foster Neither Innovation Nor Choice,” The
Dispatch, 2/2/2022

“Corporate Greed Isn’t Driving Inflation,” City Journal, 1/28/2022 (with Joshua Hendrickson)

“A Big Tech crackdown could just make the internet worse,” Boston Globe, 11/5/2021 (with Sam Bowman)
“Behavioral Economics Is Fine. Just Keep It Away from Our Kids,” National Review, 10/4/2021
“Antitrust Is Happily Dying Before Our Eyes, and Judges Are the Reason,” RealClearMarkets, 9/20/2021
“The FTC Is Driving Away Good Economists In Favor Of Political Henchmen,” TechDirt, 7/28/2021
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https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4818402
https://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.4437431
http://lawandlibertyblog.com/s/Brian-Albrecht-THE-BREAKDOWN-OF-SPONTANEOUS-ORDER
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2026/01/19/price-contols-rent-caps-trump/
https://www.vox.com/policy/471950/gross-domestic-product-economics-metrics-growth
https://worksinprogress.co/issue/how-to-spot-a-monopoly/
https://www.wsj.com/opinion/you-cant-break-the-laws-of-economics-supply-and-demand-a6786d1d?gaa_at=eafs&gaa_n=AWEtsqeVpoFnrIJy16XZt01CrH_YyW2YekOoC5hPYZrlOJ1np3ZYr8_mrSbbAMPHoM0%3D&gaa_ts=69091298&gaa_sig=R0E16wy5Q3gnDOSU4GV8x2KWwtsfViB2ty7lxEbptDEIlsdeS53lrPdgYMIUqPyRjLrJO4gjr8x9fHoryO5iyQ%3D%3D
https://www.ft.com/content/d9509d9d-a869-4ec9-94e7-a96f9b34ddc0
https://www.realclearmarkets.com/articles/2025/11/21/lets_learn_from_metas_antitrust_case_what_no_to_do_with_ai_1148766.html
https://www.city-journal.org/article/nfl-sunday-ticket-package-youtube-tv-bundling
https://www.city-journal.org/article/trump-tariffs-trade-u-s-industrial-growth-innovation
https://www.barrons.com/articles/egg-prices-inflation-price-fixing-5ac2b8ac
https://www.city-journal.org/article/deepseek-artificial-intelligence-monopoly
https://thedispatch.com/article/big-tech-antitrust-catch-22/
https://www.yalejreg.com/nc/ranking-the-big-tech-monopolization-cases-in-the-wake-of-the-google-search-decision-perspectives-of-some-economists-and-legal-scholars-by-daniel-j-gilman-brian-c-albrecht/
https://www.yalejreg.com/nc/ranking-the-big-tech-monopolization-cases-in-the-wake-of-the-google-search-decision-perspectives-of-some-economists-and-legal-scholars-by-daniel-j-gilman-brian-c-albrecht/
https://www.city-journal.org/article/perilous-remedies
https://www.city-journal.org/article/the-ftc-ban-on-noncompete-agreements-is-misguided
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2024/05/06/opinion/net-neutrality-data-caps/
https://www.yalejreg.com/nc/ranking-the-big-tech-monopolization-cases-some-economists-perspectives-by-brian-c-albrecht-daniel-j-gilman/
https://www.startribune.com/overzealous-anti-trust-may-prove-anti-consumer/600292646/
https://www.city-journal.org/article/leave-the-golf-leagues-alone
https://www.nationalreview.com/2023/04/separating-facts-from-fear-in-merger-enforcement/
https://www.law360.com/articles/1566971/ftc-proposal-jumps-the-gun-on-banning-noncompetes
https://thedispatch.com/article/the-ftcs-misguided-case-against-meta/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2022/12/ftc-claims-sweeping-powers-against-unfair-competition/
https://www.city-journal.org/penguin-random-house-simon-and-schuster-antitrust-case-is-no-landmark
https://insidesources.com/confusion-can-make-for-good-politics-but-bad-economics/
https://www.startribune.com/a-new-bill-for-big-tech-with-the-same-flaws/600182467/
https://thehill.com/opinion/finance/594098-lina-khan-wont-solve-inflation/
https://thedispatch.com/p/the-american-innovation-and-choice
https://www.city-journal.org/corporate-greed-not-driving-inflation
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/11/05/opinion/big-tech-crackdown-could-just-make-internet-worse/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/10/behavioral-economics-is-fine-just-keep-it-away-from-our-kids/
https://www.realclearmarkets.com/articles/2021/09/20/antitrust_is_happily_dying_before_our_eyes_and_judges_are_the_reason_795123.html
https://www.techdirt.com/articles/20210726/09143147249/ftc-is-driving-away-good-economists-favor-political-henchmen.shtml

Honors and Awards

2019 - 2020
2015 -2020
2018 - 2019
2018

2014 - 2017
Summer 2015
2014 - 2015

2014 - 2015
2008 -2012

Visiting Dissertation Fellow, Mercatus Center, George Mason University

Humane Studies Fellow, Institute for Humane Studies

Oskar Morgenstern Fellow, Mercatus Center, George Mason University

Thank a Teacher Certificate, College of Liberal Arts, University of Minnesota

Adam Smith Fellow, Mercatus Center, George Mason University

Graduate Research Partners Program Fellow, University of Minnesota

Distinguished Teaching Assistant, Department of Economics, University of Minnesota.
Received the award twice.

John S. Chipman Fellow, Department of Economics, University of Minnesota
Presidential Academic Scholarship, St. Olaf College

Teaching Experience

2020 - 2022
2018 - 2020
2017 -2018
2016 - 2017
2015 - 2016
Spring 2015
2014

2010

2009
Invited Talks
2021

2020

2019

2017

Professor, Principles of Macroeconomic, Kennesaw State University

Online Instructor, Principles of Microeconomics, University of Minnesota
Instructor, Comparative Economic Systems, University of Minnesota

Large Lecture Instructor (~500 students) and Course Co-Lead, Principles of
Microeconomics, University of Minnesota

Instructor, Principles of Microeconomics, University of Minnesota
Teaching Assistant, Principles of Macroeconomics, University of Minnesota
Teaching Assistant, Principles of Microeconomics, University of Minnesota
Teaching Assistant, Analytical Physics I, St. Olaf College

Teaching Assistant, Introductory Astronomy, St. Olaf College

Middle Tennessee State University (departmental)

Kennesaw State University (departmental), University of Oslo (ESOP)

University of Mississippi (departmental), George Mason University (experimental brown bag),
Clemson University (departmental)

New York University (law and economics workshop)

Conference Presentations

2021

2019

2018

2017

2016

“Comparison Shopping: Learning Before Buying from Duopolists,” Southern Economic
Association

“Changing Capital Structure, Intangibles, and Firm Turnover,” Southern Economic Association
“Evolution, Uncertainty, and the Asymptotic Efficiency of Policy,” Southern Economic
Association

“Consumer Data and the Limits of Price Competition,” Summer Research Fellowship
Colloquium, Institute for Humane Studies

“Market Persuasion,” Summer Research Fellowship Colloquium, Institute for Humane Studies
“Models as Foils,” International Network for Economic Method

“Political Persuasion,” The Economics & Philosophy of James Buchanan, Duke University PPE
“Political Persuasion,” Southern Economic Association

“Lawless Money and Credit,” Southern Economic Association

“Lawless Money and Credit,” Graduate Research Colloquium, Institute for Humane Studies
“Positive Public Economics: Reinterpreting ‘Optimal’ Policies,” The Philosophy, Politics &
Economics of Liberty Colloquium, George Mason University
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“Entrepreneurship as Coordination,” Association for Private Enterprise Education
“Positive Public Economics: Reinterpreting ‘Optimal’ Policies,” Public Choice Society

2015 “The Breakdown of Spontaneous Order: Smith and Hayek Diverge,” The Philosophy, Politics &
Economics of Liberty Colloquium, George Mason University
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